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BURMESE REFUGEES — DALWALLINU 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.05 am]: I am 
pleased to inform members of an initiative involving Burmese humanitarian refugees relocating from Perth to the 
Shire of Dalwallinu to accept jobs in the agricultural and related services sector. A regional repopulation plan 
has been developed that provides a comprehensive blueprint for implementing this initiative, which I had the 
pleasure of launching with Hon Brian Ellis on 11 October 2011. This plan, based on the inspiration and energy 
of a local community leader within the Dalwallinu community, was developed and supported by an enthusiastic 
shire council and a group of dedicated residents and business owners. A Perth-based working group comprising 
officers from my department and other state and federal agencies provided technical support.  

A pilot project will investigate the staged relocation of Burmese refugees to the region to supply a labour force 
for approximately 30 jobs that are available and have proven difficult to fill. The economic benefits of this 
project have the potential to be far reaching. Attracting workers to support local industries will enable these 
enterprises to expand and others to emerge and employ even more people. We have a latent workforce amongst 
people from non–English speaking nations who have migrated to Western Australia and who are either 
unemployed or underemployed. This includes doctors, engineers, accountants, teachers and other tertiary-
qualified people who are driving taxis or employed in labour-intensive jobs due to their low proficiency in the 
English language. We need to examine creative ways of getting these people into meaningful jobs, such as 
through mentoring, as will happen in Dalwallinu.  

Further benefits will arise to local communities through increasing the number of families in rural communities, 
including opportunities to reinvigorate underused facilities such as schools, halls and recreation centres. I see no 
reason that the pilot project being driven by this plan could not eventually become a model for similar programs 
throughout Western Australia. This is a classic example of local people identifying a challenge and then 
identifying creative and innovative solutions to meet that challenge. My department’s role has been to plant a 
seed and facilitate its growth. I hope, and I am confident, that my ministerial colleagues will also embrace and 
support this project. About 30 local governments within the state have suffered from declining populations over 
the past 10 years. The Dalwallinu community has decided to do something about that. I also want to pay credit to 
the Burmese community leaders who have embraced this project. As many would be aware, migrants have made 
a significant contribution to the Katanning community and elsewhere in our great state. I am aware of other 
communities interested in this project. I wish it every success.  
 


